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Chinese workers in Russia during the First World War: Victims of Another War

Olga V. Alexeeva
(Départment d’histoire, Université de Québec a Montréal)

Migration between China and Russia has a long and complex history. The
perspectives for development of this movement were defined by the geographical
proximity of the two countries, by the complementarity of their economies and by
their intense political relations. In the beginning of the 20th century, the Chinese have
come to form a distinct ethnic minority within Imperial Russia, especially in the
Russian Far East, where Chinese workers were actively employed in various sectors
of the emerging local industries and ventures. With the outbreak of the First World
War, Russia was forced to resort to Chinese workers in order compensate for the
shortage of labour caused by the military conscription of large numbers of Russian
peasants and workers. As a result, Chinese communities appeared in major Russian
cities, including the European part of the Empire. According to Russian official
statistics, between January 1915 and April 1917, 159,972 Chinese workers were
transported on the Trans-Siberian railway. The Chinese were employed on major
railway-building and military fortification projects, in the mining of raw materials in
Siberia and the Russian Far East, in the production of arms and other military
products. When the Civil War broke out in Russia, thousands of Chinese workers
already on Russian soil found themselves trapped in various Russian cities with no
work and no money, nor any hope of being able to return to China. This paper will
examine the role of Chinese migrants in Russia during the First World War and study
the processes of their recruitment in China, their journeys to Russia, working
conditions, war experiences and repatriation problems.

Chinese Contract Workers in WWI France. An Overlooked Episode in the
Evolution of Chinese Foreign Policy and of Modern China’s Labour History

Paul Bailey
(Department of History, Durham University)

My paper focuses on the role and significance of Chinese contract workers in World
War One France. In particular, I will explore two, hitherto little studied, aspects.
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Firstly, the paper will analyse the role of the Chinese government in the French and
British recruitment of Chinese workers, highlighting how the episode greatly differs
from the unregulated 'coolie’ trade of the nineteenth century, as well as suggesting that
it illustrates the Chinese government's unprecedented political use of Chinese
overseas labour (and which intriguingly anticipates Maoist China's political use of
Chinese overseas labour in Africa in the late 1950s and early 1960s). Secondly, the
paper will explore the lived experiences of the Chinese workers themselves, arguing
that the story of Chinese labour in WW1 France needs to be considered a significant
chapter in China's modern labour history.

Keynote Lecture: The Vertigo Years — Europe, 1900-1914
Philipp Blom

After the First World War, the years before 1914 were often portrayed as an idyllic
period of social stability and cultural flourishing. This, however, was a post-war,
nostalgic perspective.

The years from 1900 to 1914 were marked by enormous economic and social
transformations: industrial output and scientific innovations exploded, cities doubled
in size, for the first time in history more than half of all Europeans lived urban lives
and participated in mass culture. This vertiginous change also gripped everyday
experiences and their cultural expression.

The pace of change was reflected in a cult of fast machines, of racing planes, bicycles,
cars and steam ships. But it also produced deep anxieties, making this an era of
nervousness, neurasthenia, and neurosis. Especially male and female traditional role
models could not survive in this modern environment, as the first feminist revolution
and the new cult of masculinity demonstrated.

Industrial modernity was reshaping the European world within less than a generation.
The cultural echoes of these Vertigo Years and their unresolved questions are still with
us today.
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World War I and China’s Indemnities and Foreign Loans

—BREL B TR S A R AME

Chang Chihyun (R&E =
(Shanghai Jiaotong University)

China’s declaration of war on Germany and Austria during World War One marks the
turning point of modern China’s military history — it was the first time China stood on
the winning side since 1842. As a member of the Allied Powers, the declaration gave
the Chinese government a legitimate excuse to terminate the payment of the Boxer
Indemnities and the loans which China had been paying after the defeat of the Boxer
War and the First Sino-Japanese War. However, this termination sabotaged the
neutrality of the paying agency of indemnities and loans, namely the Chinese
Maritime Customs Service. Since its inauguration, the Customs Service kept aloof
from China’s domestic affairs but this aloof policy ended with the defeat of the Boxer
War. As they were worried that the indemnities were too enormous to afford, the
Powers decided to delegate the Customs Service to oversee the transaction of the
indemnities from the Customs Surplus. Moreover, by the eve of the inauguration of
the Republic of China, the stewardship of the Customs Surplus transferred from the
Superintendents of Customs to the Commissioners of Customs. The cosmopolitanism
of the nationalities of Commissionership facilitated the smoothness of the transaction
of the indemnities to the eleven Powers but the outbreak of WWI jeopardised this
cosmopolitanism and the Customs Service’s traditional aloof policies. As the foreign
staff was separated into two camps, the administrative officers could no longer
operate smoothly and efficiently. Not only did this sabotage the payment of the
indemnities and loans, but also the existent value of the Customs. China’s declaration
of war on Germany and Austria gave the Customs Service the best excuse to dismiss
the Germen and Austrian staff in order to make the Service remain united and the
prize of China was the termination of the payment of indemnities and loans to
Germany and Austria.

World War | and China's Modernity

Eugene W. Chiu (Fz 2 #)
(Department of History, Tunghai University)

In world-wide academic circles, the idea of modernity has caused many debates. One
of the most critical debates is that between “universal modernity” and “multiple
modernity”. During the “transitional era” (1895-1925), mainstream Chinese
intellectuals tended to support the idea of ‘“universal modernity” in a form of
radicalism. In contrast, protagonists of “multiple modernity” were often regarded as
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“conservatives” or even “reactionaries”. This paper has no intention to discuss in its
entirety these two major concepts of modernity on a theoretical level. Instead, it
mainly explores and interprets the meaning through two groups, those related to the
East Magazine (Dongfang Zazhi) and the New Youth Magazine (Xingingnian Zazhi),
during the WW!1 period from the perspective of the two major concepts of modernity.
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Fighting the Last War: The 1937 Battle of Shanghai
through the Prism of World War |

Peter Harmsen
(Author, Agence France-Presse)

The battle between Chinese and Japanese forces for Shanghai from August to
November 1937 took place just 19 years after the end of World War |, causing a
widespread tendency to look at the hostilities in China’s largest city through the prism
of the global conflict two decades earlier.

Many of the German advisors to the Chinese Army had been through the war in the
trenches and were keen to avoid a repetition in Shanghai. This prompted them to
adopt shock tactics against enemy defenses in order to bring about an early decision
rather than being bogged down in a costly war of attrition.

Among Chinese combatants, cultural references to World War | abounded. One officer
described a period of relative peace as reminiscent of “All Quiet on the Western
Front.” A young pilot found inspiration in the memoirs of Eddie Rickenbacker, an
American fighter ace of the Great War.

Even foreign spectators of the Shanghai battle used World War | as a frame of
reference. Many had seen active service in Europe during the earlier conflict and tried
to make sense of the events unfolding around them by contrasting them with their
Own experiences.



By being focused on the earlier war, those who lived through the battle for Shanghai
failed to appreciate aspects of the fighting that were truly new and would come to
characterize World War I1: Mobile tank warfare, amphibious tactics and air power as a
key determinant of events on the ground.

This confirms a general tendency “to fight the last war”. Today we see the conflicts of
the 1930s as preludes to World War II, but for the contemporaries they were late
echoes of the Great War. Few could have known that an even bigger cataclysm was
approaching.

The Neutrality Choice of China at the Early Stage of WWI —
An Investigation focused on Japan’s Declared War on Germany

Hou Zhongjun ({2 &)
(Institute of Modern History, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)

After the outbreak of the First World War in 1914, the Beijing government has
intended to maintain its neutrality. However, it had its own concerns about the timing
of declaring neutrality to the outside world. The Foreign Office of the Beijing
government had planned to gain American diplomatic support and Japan’s promise of
neutrality before publicly declaring its position of neutrality. However, the domestic
and international situation made it difficult for the Foreign Office to achieve its goals.
The Beijing government declared its neutrality on August 6, 1914. To some degree,
the main purpose of the Beijing government was to guard against Japan. After the
declaration of neutrality, the Beijing government still stood a good chance of
preventing the Japanese invasion and retaining Shandong province from Germany.
Unfortunately, the Beijing government failed to do so. At the time, it was impossible
for China to declare war against Germany, and the proposal of taking back Qingdao
was also denied by Great Britain, the USA and Japan. The failure of China’s
diplomatic efforts was followed by the news of Japan’s declaration of the war on
Germany.
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The Source, Nature and Limitations of “Mr. Science”: Introducing the Concept
of Science during the May Fourth Movement

Hsu Chen-kuo (4= )
(Department of Political Science, Soochow University)

In the beginning, the Chinese May Fourth Movement was a political movement
protesting Japan’s take-over of the German colonial harbor on Chinese territory. It
eventually turned into a cultural enlightenment movement. The intellectual leader Hu
Shi upheld two major slogans: “Mr. Democracy” and “Mr. Science”. These two
concepts were introduced by the American philosopher John Dewey. At the end of the
19™ century, Dewey had planned to make a broad study trip to Europe. However,
when he realized that America was going through a new phase of industrial and
commercial development, he decided to stay and expand his academic knowledge for
the American society. In response to the rise of managerial capitalism in America,
Dewey established the philosophy of pragmatism. His philosophy made important
intellectual contributions to the development of social and human sciences in America,
but also raised a lot of critical issues. This article will examine the significance of and
the controversies around the concept of “Mr. Science” during the Chinese May Fourth
Movement and thereafter.
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World War | and Its Impact on the Hong Kong-Guangdong Rails



Jian Xiaoqing (/)N FX)
(Guangdong University of Foreign Studies)

The outbreak of World War | on July 28, 1914 led the major Western powers to focus
on the war and neglect their economic interests in China. China’s national capital,
therefore, gained a rare development opportunity for the first time since the Opium
War when Western countries had started to direct China’s economic development. The
Guangdong rails are a typical example for this new situation. Based on the (Master’s)
thesis “Preliminary study on the history of the Lingnan rails and related issues
(1898-1949)” that 1 wrote in 2011, I will use historical documents from the
Guangzhou Customs, Hong Kong and other places in order to discuss how the
Guangdong rails property protection and the transfer of bank debt mortgages were
affected during and after World War I. The article argues: 1) The outbreak of World
War | and its impact on the Hong Kong-Guandong rails made Chinese citizens pay
more attention to global political developments and changes. 2) No matter who was in
charge of the Guangdong rails undertaking, the management had yet to be improved.
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The Preparation of China’s Diplomatic Circles for the Paris Peace Conference

Jin Guangyao (& t:1)
(Fudan University)

China’s participation at the Paris Peace Conference was an important event in modern
Chinese diplomacy. Though there are already many studies on the topic, little has
been done on China’s preparation for the conference, except for a few of studies on
Wellington Koo. Actually, there were discussions and preparatory work concerning
the peace conference in Chinese diplomatic circles by the end of World War I. This
article, based on the diplomatic documents of the Peking Government, tries to recount
Chinese preparatory work and diplomats’ opinions on the peace conference, and
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thereby discuss China’s policy on the peace conference and a new generation of
Chinese diplomats’ view of the world.
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The First World War and the Russian Revolution

Jin Yan (& /i)
(China University of Political Science and Law)

1. The unintended influence of Russia’s land reform on the war: Russia’s land reform
was completed by farmers under the uproar of the Bolsheviks. Having started in 1916,
the struggle to snatch land in the rear was “spontaneous” and lacked government
authorization. It led to a demoralization of the soldiers at the frontlines, as those
troops were mostly affected by this movement. Rural land was allocated equally to the
population, but no land was given to “non-registered” people according to the then
prevailing conventions. As a result, a kind of interaction emerged between the
“snatching of land” and the war: the more intensive the movement in the rear, the
more “war-weary” the soldiers at the frontlines.
2. Anarchism during the war: The Tsar suffered from a deep trauma. Since the
“Bloody Sunday” of January 9, 1905, Nikolai was afraid to use force to deal with the
masses in order to avoid the same mistake. From then on, universities had become
spaces for political education and hotbeds of the revolution. Garrison troops remained
passive, Cossack soldiers stationed in the cities said that they would not support the
police but sympathize with the masses. There were no shootings, no fights. Nobody
was lashed with a whip, no one was squeezed by a horse.
3. The war brought further damage to the socio-psychological condition: Less than a
decade after he had lost the Russo-Japanese war in 1904-05, the Tsar led the country
into an even bigger gamble. “Using war to divert attention” has always been the
Tsar’s practice. “From July 1914 to January 1917, 15.1 million people were mobilized
to join the army, accounting for 22% of the male population and 47.4% of the male
labor force.” This had unintended results: “The general exhaustion caused by the war
provided the soil for the outbreak of the social revolution.”
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4. War became the best way to revolution: Lenin asked: How can we take advantage
of this war? Working for peace is the slogan of the priest. This war should be regarded
as a lucky event, as it would bring great benefits for international socialism. All at
once it brought the workers’ movement out of the shadows that veiled it during
peacetime. In the past, socialists had been divided between opportunists and
revolutionaries, but the distinction had not been clear. This was replaced by a new
division between patriots and anti-patriots. We are anti-patriots, and this was an
extremely favorable opportunity. Germany was not equal to an imperialist country but
a powerful ally. For the revolution we needed weapons, military forces, and money,
and we needed to look the one who would offer us these things. Germany would
definitely win the war, so it was the best and most natural ally to oppose the Tsar.
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The Rise of ""New Confucianism™ and World War I:
A Close Look Back at the History of Science and Metaphysics



Lei Yi (75 EF)
(Institute of Modern History, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)

After the opium war, the spread of western learning to China encountered strong
opposition from the “dichards”. The “diechards” dominated the interpretation of the
Confucian classics, and were opposed to anything new from the West in the name of
Confucianism.

However, this opposition to the “West” based on the interpretation of Confucianism
gradually declined, and in intellectual circles the currents of “New learning”/“Western
learning” became dominant. In fact, since the Opium war the intellectuals’ knowledge
about “New learning”/“Western learning” was mainly focused on the natural sciences.
At the time of the Xinhai Revolution, Song Jiaoren spoke about “Science and
humanitarianism”, later in the new culture movement it was summed up (and
advocated for) as “democracy and science”.

However, the First World War caused a split between Chinese intellectuals advocating
“New learning”/“Western learning”. After his visit to post-war Europe, Liang Qichao
spoke about the “bankruptcy of science”. Zhang Junmai, which had accompanied him,
put forward the argument: “No matter how advanced it is, questions pertaining the
philosophy of life can by no means be resolved by science”. This caused the “debate
between science and metaphysics” by Chinese intellectuals in 1923. In this debate,
those who were opposed to science and instead advocating Chinese tradition could not
be compared to the “dichards” a few decades ago. Like Zhang Junmai, they had
considerable knowledge about Western thought, and they were mainly referring to the
Western philosophy of life in order to question science and defend Chinese traditional
philosophy. After more than 30 years, Zhang Junmai became one of the most
important representatives of “Neo Confucianism”. As his thoughts can be traced back
to the “debate between science and metaphysics”, the latter can be viewed as the
origin of “Neo Confucianism”. From this perspective, this paper discusses the
long-term effects of First World War on the Chinese history of thoughts.

—BSE “FRK” WEE: Bl BRZFE” /P

i
(H [ A RS B AR 52 )

HRS P B A%, U ARTE B B R IR 7 R AN S . I8 L ERE IR 1R
XA fARRERE, DU S 00 44 28 DOEME AT 2 P57 (KT ) o (R AL S 9% e 1Y)

JIRAg rh, IR DA S A BR IR PR i SRl A, AR AR S, R/
CPRERT WG AL R, ARG, TPEUERRE T/
PR RRRN T B AREEE, A R TR A A <R R E

7, BB SCHE R B & < RILRR,

%ffﬁ, S R FORERANAE rh s “Jrs” /) <pns” R EE K. B
B 25 5 — BRAR TR U ARG Y “ REE e 7, BB R] 2B 5 52 i) 5 BhaE

10



H “RPRSEERA SRE, T NEB R R, EARRIR TR R T17 1EREs, 18
1151 8% 1 1923 S BUEAR T “BELFRER . B3k E AR, K “ppa
A FRAE T B 5 AR R R AT O/ PR SERAKBHEEIR,
VU5 RE AR R R A SRR DA, AR R DAY U AR i S AR AR B
S e e gy RO AR AT R B B . =T ERAEAR, SR EIRLA R R R B AR E
MR —, MRgEAE, ATLGE# 2] 20 SR “ B ZGR7. i fiEz b
At BEZEREEAR A ORr R 57 B IR RS . AR SCEDEIE (8 £ R SR — B T
BREFNRIELE

1914 555 B A H K& BB E AR
(The German-Japanese Navy Battle During the Siege of Qingdao in 1914)

LiYang (ZF¥)
(Peking University)
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(The establishment of the nation-state: The First World War and
the Republic of China)

Lin Wanping (bk#gi3)
(National Taiwan University)
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The internationalization of women's activism in China and the impact of the War

Astrid Lipinsky
(University of Vienna)

Women had become transnationally organized and institutionalized before the
beginning of the First World War. Before the new century, women's issues and
organized activism also reached China. Most prominent was the establishment of the
Young Women's Christian Association YWCA (founded in 1855) in Hanzhou in 1890,
four years before the global International YWCA was established in 1894. The first
Chinese city YWCA - Shanghai YWCA was set up in 1908, followed by many other
cities Associations. Hong Kong became the seventh city to have her own YWCA. Due
to regional conflicts throughout China, a national umbrella organization was only
convened 1923 in Hanzhou. Original founders were often Western women.

In 1913, Chinese women sent a flag and a congratulary message to the Budapest
Conference of the International Women Suffrage Alliance. The flag was signed
,,Chinese Women Suffrage Association* and extensively reported in the international
magazine of the Alliance, ius suffragii. The magazine was distributed to more than
thirty countries, among them to China. Chinese women did not personally attend the
conference, but a number of them was obviously aware of the international women's
movement. This movement, especially the ius suffragii journal, was discontinued due
to the war.

The paper argues that the First World War terminated the participation of Chinese
women in international women's events and that the globalization of women's issues
was cut by the war in the same way that global trade was discontinued.

The Influence of World War One on China’s National Economy:
A Case Study of Zhang Jian’s Business

Liu Suyu (X757 )
(University of Oxford)
&

Jiang Xiaohui (¢ 3K)
(Jimei University)

This research examines the relationship between World War One (WWI) and China’s
national economy via a case study on Zhang Jian’s Business. Zhang Jian (7K %), one
of the most successful businessman in the early Republic era, and always be
considered as a pioneer of Chinese early industrialization, becomes a good case for
this study. His business covered a variety of light industries, which significantly
expanded during the WWI. However, after the WWI, his business gradually
diminished. This research also helps scholars to understand more of China’s major
historical figures during WWI.
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With a systematic literature search and the archived materials in Zhang Jian’s
Memorial House, this research finds that the WWI, especially Japan’s invasion of
Shandong, greatly evoked China’s patriotism. It became an important social capital
for the development of China’s national economy including Zhang Jian’s business.
For example, the patriotism offered a huge market for the Chinese domestic industrial
products. The expansion of Chinese products also created the space for the ideology
that business development can give China a bright future (S2MLR[E), which has
lasted until late 1940s. In addition, during the WWI, European countries relaxed its
political and economic control of China. This also provided China with a suitable
circumstance for its national economy. Zhang’s business expansion is a good example
of this.

However, though China’s national economy had some development during the WWI,
it is scarcely discussed that the development was chiefly on the light industry. Based
on Zhang Jian’s business expansion, this study shows that the main reason is that the
light industry in China can supply the main war participants with essential logistic and
consumption products, e.g., cottons, clothes, food, and hence obtained significant
profits. But this exacerbated the imbalance of the Chinese industrial system, in which
heavy industry was extremely weak and underrepresented. This imbalance left
negative impact on the later history of China. For example, the low standard military
equipments due to the weak heavy industry became a negative factor during the
anti-Japanese war for China, and also became a reason of the over-speed industrial
massification in the early People’s Republic era.

The Shortage of Capital Goods, Monetary Squeeze and the Decrease of China’s
Aggregate Supply (1914-1918) — Research Based on the Premises of
Supply-Constrained Economies

Liu Wei (%51)
(Guangdong University of Foreign Studies)

In this article, an economic growth function for modern China was built on the
premises of supply-constrained economies. The empirical results indicate that imports
and money supply were primary factors for China’s economic growth. During World
War 1, the imports of capital goods were heavily constrained and the capital available
for the modern industry was declining. This triggered a bottleneck effect regarding
aggregate supply and negative growth. At the same time, the outflow of silver reduced
China’s money supply. China therefore experienced a severe recession during World
War |.
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The Impacts of “Japanese Liberalism” and “Russian Socialism”
on China before and after the First World War

Qin Hui (Z=hH)
(Qinghua University)

As has already often been emphasized in the past, the unfair treatment of China at the
Paris Peace Conference led to the prevalence of nationalism in the New Culture
Movement. This unfair treatment was basically corrected at the Washington
Conference a few years later. However, the nationalist tendencies within the New
Culture Movement, especially with regards to totalitarian views of its radical wing,
have not vanished but, on the contrary, intensified. Why?

In my opinion, these changes, which even went beyond the so-called “Salvation
Overwhelms Enlightenment” theory, stem from “enlightenment” itself. Firstly, it was
a mutated version of Western liberalism that reached China via Japan after the Meiji
period. On the one hand, Japanese-style liberalism required people to liberate the
individual from the shackles of their parents and feudal lords. On the other hand, this
liberation lead to an allegiance to the emperor and the state. The resulting
combination of “pseudo-individualism and militarism” had an influence on China
already before the First World War, represented by Zhang Taiyan. After the war, its
influence became even greater, with Lu Xun as one of its main representatives. In
comparison, the influence of the original version of western liberalism in China was
very weak, and it became even weaker under the impact of “anti-capitalist” tendencies
after the war. At that time, the approach to “enlightenment” which was directed
against the family as well as Confucian morality and put forward by Lu Xun and Ba
Jin was not “overwhelmed” by “salvation” yet. However, a phenomenon emerged
which was described as “the enlightenment called for individuality, the individual
betrayed the family and turned to national salvation, and the nation then swallowed
individuality”. This way of thinking went very well together with the mutated version
of Western socialism which reached China through Russia after the War. As a result,
“the salvoes of the Meiji Restoration brought us militarism under the disguise of
‘liberalism’ the salvoes of the October Revolution brought us totalitarianism under the
disguise of ‘socialism’. Chinese Legalism became a medium for both of them, while
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Confucian ethics and Western liberal democracy both were victims of these
developments”. The opportunity for change through a “current for studying the West
brought about by anti-legalist Confucianism” after the Opium War was therefore
replaced by a conception of “Karl Marx plus Qin Shihuang”. After it had experienced
a lot of twists and turns, Chinese society was dominated not anymore by
“Confucianism at the outside, and Legalism at the inside”, but rather by “Marxism on
the surface and Legalism underneath it”.
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Why (not only) China matters in a global history of the First World War

Daniel Marc Segesser
(University of Bern, Switzerland)

In 2004, 2011 and 2014 Xu Guoqi has shown that the First World War was of great
importance for the development of the foreign policy of China and had a strong
impact on the country’s interior political, social and cultural development in the years
that followed the war. The contribution proposed in this abstract therefore tries to take
a different view, focusing rather on the impact and importance of China’s involvement
in and contribution to the war for a transnational and global perspective on the First
World War. Taking the concept of “total war® as an analytical tool (cf.
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Chickering&Forster (2000) and Segesser (forthcoming)) the efforts of China to
become involved in the war and its contribution to the war effort shall be analysed in
regard to the entanglements with and comparative value to that of other countries such
as Australia, India or South Africa, in order to gain a better understanding of the
global character of a conflict, which has rightly been called the first World War and in
which China mattered much more than historiography has acknowledged so far.

Studying the Government Instructions for the Chinese Delegation to the
Paris Peace Conference

Tang Chi-hua (&)
(Department of History, Tunghai University)

So far, scholars know very little about the Peking Government’s instructions for the
Chinese delegation to the Paris Peace Conference in 1919. The most cited document
is the five-point instructions of the cabinet sent to the delegation in Paris on January 8,
1919, and some researchers figured out China’s goals at the Peace Conference based
on an analysis of the four memorandums that the Chinese delegation presented at the
Conference.

Based on documents of the newly opened archives of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
this article reconstructs the preparation process and the formulation of the
Government’s instructions for the Peace Conference. After a long period of
preparation, the Peking Government consulted with the United States and finally
formulated instructions which were sent to the Chinese delegation in Paris on
November 28, 1918. These instructions included three parts: general principles, hopes
for treaty revision as well as conditions to the forthcoming peace treaties with
Germany and Austria. The instructions of January 8, 1919, consisted only of
modifications regarding the hopes for treaty revision. The findings of my research are
able to illustrate China’s attitude toward the Paris Peace Conference more clearly, and
can help scholars in correcting many misunderstandings regarding the diplomatic
history of modern China.
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China’s Seizure of “War Booty” Ships in WW 1

Wang Wenlung (£ CF%)
(Head of the KMT’s Party History Institute)

In August 1917, China ended its neutral status and declared war on Germany and
Austria-Hungary. According to international law, China was entitled to take over the
property and assets registered by German individuals as well as the German
government. In the following year, China won the war and successfully kept the
German property and assets. This was the first time since the late Qing Dynasty that
China was able to permanently seize war trophies.

There were at least 3 German warships and 9 German merchant vessels that China
could seize in 1917. Only one of those ships, the SMS Tsingtau which was stationed
in KMT controlled Canton, was destroyed by its sailors.

Based on KMT archives as well as diplomatic archives from the ROC, Japan and the
United Kingdom, this article discusses the processes evolving around China’s war
declaration and its seizure of “war booty” ships.
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Anti-Capitalist Tendencies among Chinese Intellectuals after WW | — The Case
of Hu Shih’s Liberalism

Wang Yuan-yi (Fi%35)
(Department of History, National Taiwan University)

This essay locates Hu Shih’s ideas in the context of intellectual developments in
Europe after WWI in order to present the liberal core of Hu’s thoughts. The main
influences of WWI can be analyzed by focusing on three major arguments at that time:
Firstly, the concept of “laisser-faire”, which had prevailed in Europe since the 19"
century, collapsed. The gold standard in international finance could not be upheld
anymore, and various nations lost their confidence in that principle. Secondly, the
concept of “total mobilization”, which was developed during WWI, has become a
main element of modern nations after WWI. Based on this concept, wars in the past
depended on “natural” claims and conditions, whereas wars in the future would
depend on the ability of controlling and perfecting machines. Moreover, since WWI a
new state theory has appeared. In this theory, the limitations of the liberalist state were
refused. The state was rather treated as a tool for mobilizing social and technological
resources in times of war and peace. Thirdly, the failures of the “laisser-faire”
paradigm and the abolishment of the gold standard led to a general social crisis in
Europe, finally resulting in the view that only Fascism could solve the problems that
many countries were confronted with.

China was invaded by Western and Japanese imperialist forces. Simultaneously, it was
influenced by Western anti-capitalist thoughts from the right as well as the left. This
was reflected first and foremost in the relations between the Republic of China and
Germany as well as between the Comintern and the Chinese Communist Party. Hu
Shih’s liberalism reflected the effects of the described developments after WWI on
China. In political terms, while Hu argued for a liberal constitution and human rights,
he still promoted the ‘“state” as a political tool for protecting human rights,
transcending capitalism and advancing social evolution. In economic terms, Hu
argued that the “state” should control the economy in order to promote and lead
modernization.
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Economic Relations Between China and America During WW 1:
The Case of the “American Asiatic Association”

Wu Lin-chun (5:411#)
(Department of History, National Dong Hwa University)

The outbreak of WWI offered great opportunities for the development of economic
relations between China and America. An important role hereby was played by
business associations and networks, such as the American University Club, the
American Chamber of Commerce or the Association of Chinese and American
Engineers. Among them, the American Asiatic Association was the most powerful
one.

This paper studies how the First World War affected trade relations between China
and the United States, with a special focus on the role of the American Asiatic
Association in promoting closer links between Chinese and American enterprises and
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businesses. This paper will also examine how the networking through interest groups
such as American Asiatic Association had strengthened the bilateral trade and
economic development between the two nations.
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WWI and China’s Historical Transformation
Xu Guoqi (5 F )
(The University of Hong Kong)

Much has been written about the First World War or the Great War, yet its impact on
China and China’s contribution to it are rarely noticed and acknowledged by scholars
in the world, including the Chinese themselves. When the world prepares to
reexamine the legacy of the war to mark its one hundred year’s anniversary, it is time
for all of us to understand the significant role that the war played in China and that
China played for the world. This paper will focus on three issues: the impact of the
war on China, China’s role in the war, and how the war created a shared history
between the Chinese and the rest of the world.

From the Paris Peace Conference to the Cairo Conference: The Rise of China

Xu Lan (1% #5)
(Capital Normal University)

Since the Opium War, ancient China was gradually incorporated into the capitalist
colonial world system and suffered national humiliation. The Great Powers’ struggle
for dividing up China and the Chinese people’s resistance to that have also become
main factors for international relations in the Asia-Pacific region. When World War |
broke out, China decided to side with the Allies and attended the Paris Peace
conference as a victorious country, which became an important step for the rise of

China in the 20™ century.
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The Paris Peace Conference was the first stage of China's new diplomatic efforts.
China’s first generation of professional diplomats started to use international law in
their struggle with the Great Powers for restoring the country’s sovereignty. They
resolutely refused to sign the Versailles Treaty which wouldn’t restore sovereignty in
Shandong. This was a first big step for China’s diplomacy, breaking with the practice
of “protesting first, while conceding in the end”. The Washington Conference then
marked the second stage of China’s new diplomacy. China not only regained
sovereignty in Shandong, but also succeeded in including the principle respecting
China’s sovereignty and independence as well as its territorial and administrative
integrity in the Nine-Power Treaty. This then became the legal basis for China’s
struggle against Japanese aggression and for international assistance. China further
continued on its way to abolish the unequal treaties and regain complete national
independence. China’s rise was unstoppable.

In the years between the two world wars, the structure of international relations in the
Asia-Pacific region among China, Japan, the United States and Britain changed
significantly. China’s anti-Japanese war demonstrated that the country played a huge
role in the struggle against Japanese fascism. At the Cairo Conference China’s full
territorial sovereignty, including the Diaoyu Islands, was restored and guaranteed by
international laws. China was now also growing as a political power, and it actively
participated in the reconstruction of the post-war world order in East Asia. As one of
the five permanent members of the UN Security Council, China can also play a
positive role in international affairs in a long-term perspective. Today, China, the
United States and Japan play an important role in the Asia-Pacific region, and they
should all together promote peace, development and cooperation for the future of the
region.
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Rethinking the Historical Background of the Founding of the CPC — An Analysis
of Li Dazhao’s Changing Views on World War I and the Russian Revolution

Zhang Baijia (& 7 %)
(Party History Research Center of the CPC Central Committee)

The main purpose of this paper is to investigate the history of the founding of the CPC
in the context of World War | and the wave of revolutions thereafter. The paper
focuses on the development of the views of New Culture Movement leaders and CPC
founders like Li Dazhao about World War | and the October Revolution in Russia.
The New Culture Movement in China started almost at the same time as World War I.
This movement was initiated by Chinese left-wing intellectuals whose intention was
to explore how China could get out of the predicament caused by the failure of the
1911 Revolution and establish a democratic and republican system based on a
Euro-American model.

Initially, intellectuals like Li Dazhao thought that Europe might find a new
development path because of the First World War. 1917 not only marked the Russian
Revolution, also did the Chinese government decide to enter the war. Chinese
intellectuals expected that the Russian Revolution, like the French Revolution in the
18th century, would open up a new era in human history, and this expectation fuelled
their enthusiasm for an in-depth study of Marxism-Leninism.

However, the diplomatic failure of the Chinese government at the Paris Peace
Conference in 1919 triggered a wave of nationalism in China and completely
shattered the New Culture Movement leftists’ illusions regarding Western democracy.
Those like Li Dazhao and Chen Duxiu declared to convert to Marxism-Leninism, and
decided to step out of the ivory tower and engage themselves in the real political
struggles. This shift turned them from democrats into communists and CPC founders.
With the support of the Soviet Union and the Communist International, the CPC was
founded in July 1921.
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The Impact of WWI on China’s Financial Sector and Monetary System

Zhu Jiaming (k5% )
(University of Vienna)

WWI brought about an unprecedented impact on the world monetary system, and the
main result was the rise in the price of silver. At the time, China and a few minor
countries relied on the silver standard. The consequences of the rise in the price of
silver in China included the appreciation of the silver dollar, the increase of export
costs, the decrease of import costs, and the inflow of silver. This paper will discuss
how the changes in the world monetary system influenced China’s macro economy
during and after WWI.

The Japanese Democratic Movement and Imperialist Expansion — The Shandong
Question from an Intellectual History Perspective

Zhu Kunrong (AR3H4)
(Sun Yat-Sen University)

When the First World War broke out in 1914, China declared neutrality. The
Shandong peninsula, held by Germany, was to be returned to China. However, the
Japanese government also attempted to control this area.

In the history of Japan, the Taisho period (1912-1926) is famous for its democratic
and cultural achievements, especially with regards to the developments towards a
representative electoral system. The importance of party politics was significantly
strengthened with the First Movement of Protect Constitutional Government (1914).
During this time, a fragile balance between political parties and the army appeared in
Japanese domestic politics.

The army, however, was a vital factor for the Japanese invasions during that same
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period of time. How then has the Japanese society dealt with the conflict between
overseas army invasions and a domestic trend against the influence of the army? The
article focuses on the so called “Minponshugi” (&4 %) conception of democracy,
which was initiated by Yoshino Sakuzoh, and discusses the impact of intellectuals on
the treatment of the Shandong issue. | will thereby examine the relationship between
the outward imperialist expansion of Japan and the internal movement for civil-rights
from an intellectual history perspective.
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